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Twenty Odd Ducks 
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In this original and well-illustrated book, Truss makes the case that careless 

application can dramatically change meaning. To prove her point, she provides 

contrasting examples of the same sentence, punctuated in different ways. In all 

cases, the examples are thought-provoking and often very amusing.  

This text can be used with a guided writing group to reinforce the ‘danger’ of 

sloppy punctuation, or with the whole class, or simply as an independent reader 

for interested pupils. The children could then be set the challenge to find their 

own examples of incorrect punctuation either in their own work, or from wider 

sources (newspapers, signage etc) and then asked to draw a set of pictures to 

represent the contrasting meanings. A range of good examples of grammatical 

gaffs are easily accessible through a google search on the internet. 
 

Other books in the series include: 

 

Eats, Shoots and Leaves:  

Why commas really do  

make a difference 

Lynne Truss 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also recommend… 

 

The Great Grammar Book 

Jeanie Maizels & Kate Petty 

 

Basic grammatical facts addressed in a refreshing and 

appealing way, utilising flaps, pulls, tabs and pop-ups. 

Children won’t be able to resist gravitating towards it to 

explore further. Can the children make their own version 

for younger classes to enjoy? 

The Girl’s Like Spaghetti: Why you 

can’t manage without apostrophes 

Lynne Truss 

 



Other books in the series include… 

 

The Perfect Punctuation Book 

Kate Petty & Jeanie Maizel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And for the teachers… 

http://www.cybergrammar.co.uk/index.php  

Debra Myhill’s website. 

University of Exeter, Graduate School of Education 

Aimed at improving teacher’s subject knowledge, this is a very useful reference guide 

for grammatical terminology. It also offers some interactive practice activities and, 

most importantly, considers the ‘Teaching Implications’ behind the understanding of 

the grammar.  

 

http://www.cybergrammar.co.uk/index.php

